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1. Outline of the Claim

Plaintiffs : Sixteen youth aged 14 to 29 (at the
time of filing)

Why youth?

1. They have been affected by climate change impacts in the critical period
of growing from child to adult.

2. Theywill have to live in a world with more severe climate change, and
face stronger impacts for a longer period of time than older generations.

Defendants: 10 major power companies

Outline of Claim

Defendants must reduce CO2 emissions from retail electricity to the
following level compared to 2019 (Partial injunction)

48% reduction by FY2030, 65% reduction by FY2035
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1. Outline of the Claim

Why did we sue these 10 companies?
= These 10 companies account for about one-third of
Japan’s energy-related CO2 emissions.

CO2emissions (FY2019, 10,000 tons)

Share 32.8%

Defendants’
total Energy-related
. . L C0O2 emissions:
emissions: Emissions from 1.029Gt CO2

thermal power
0.3740Gt CO2 generation:
0.439Gt CO2

0 20,000 40,000 60,000 80,000 100,000 120,000
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1. Outline of the Claim

Defendants’ emission reduction targets (including group

companies and related companies, compared to FY2019)

Tohoku Kansai
IPCCARG6 JERA Electric J-POWER Electric Kobe Steel
Power Power
X
FY2030 . X X
Lower than Nc;;fd(;ltc(t):con 54x70/ Unclear Unclear noxne
52% 9 470 target target
amount
A x x x x
52.0% none none none none
35%
Kyushu Chugoku Hokuriku Hokkaido Shikoku
Electric Electric Electric Electric Electric
Power Power Power Power Power
ower than x x x x x
5504 Unknown 60.6% 55.1% 68.7% 69.9%
el x x x x
none none none none none
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1. Outline of the Claim

BRI 3

Decarbonization roadmap of Hekinan Thermal Power Station Unit 4
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SREADEEE Out of the Claim
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1. ERERDOEIE Outline of the Claim

NABEBHS50CCTONDIRSICED(ENE=DCO2HEH=ETE (B : Eh>-C02)
Assumed CO2 emissions from electricity based on reports from thermal
power operators to OCCTO (100 Mt C02)
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2. Aims of the lawsuit

(1) Conveying the damage and violation of rights

(2) Achieving significant emission reductions

« The power sector is Japan’s largest CO2 emitter (accounts for around
40%), so it has very high potential to reduce emissions.

« Emission reductions are possible because technologies such as renewable
energy and storage are already developed and commercialized.

(3) Creating a turning point for business activities and policies

« If the government and businesses are left on their own to act, fewer
reductions will be achieved.

(On the contrary, regression has occurred)

X Previous litigation (Kobe Civil Case claiming injunction of construction
and operation) focused on the construction and operation of individual coal

power plants.
This case calls for emission reductions from thermal power generation.

14
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3. Legal ISSUEeS - structure of claim

Civil Code Article 709

Requirements
(1) Intentionally or negligently

= (1) Failure to

fulfill duty of care

(2) infringed the rights or legally (illegality)

protected interests of another = (2) Infringement

berson of rights

= (3) Cause-effect
relationship

=(4) Damage

=»Be liable to halt

Is liable to compensate for
(3) damage
(4) resulting in consequence

16
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3. Legal ISSUES-Points of dispute in Youth Climate Case Japan

Plaintiffs Defendants
-
ié 3% (3) Legal complaint: August 6, (2) Written answer: October 17,
S823 | | 2024 2024
- > Standing to claim )| | » Lack of standing to claim )
/)]
(1) Legal complaint: August 6, (3) Legal brief: January 31, 2025
2024 > Not an individual right held by the
plaintiffs

» Plaintiffs have the right to be

orotected from dangerous climate > Not possible to demand injunction on

change (Rights) the grounds of tort

> Defendants are liable for duty of care >  Defendants are not liable for duty of

(Obligation to reduce emissions) care (Obligation to reduce emissions)

Defendants violate their duty of care > No probability of occurrence of damage

Probability of occurrence of damage > No cause-effect relationship

Cause-effect relationship in the law

YV V V V

Possible to demand injunction on the

4 4

grounds of tort

(s31ow) sjuswdainbad aAnuelsqns




3. B S mRAC B BEROER

Legal issues—structure of claim

%iE709% Civil Code Article 709

=y [R5
Defendant SRR Plaintiff

Cause-effect

relationship | fm@@
e _O % R

DEFEHFFRER Infringement of
(GEZEM) rights
Failure to fulfill duty @EF

of care (illegality) Damages

w XIHZFNBEFITIMERE Each requirement is abstract

TORBZ  AFEERGREZEEICEMNICHAILTD I ENRI UL

Key: To construct the content based specifically on science and
international consensus
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Standards for defendants’ liability to
reduce emissions?

Reductions from 2019 emission levels (%)

IPCC AR6 SYR
2019 FEOHEH ARHE D & o l|HE
2030 2035 2040 2050
Limit warming to | #—-<—2 = — F L7\ I3fie 4. | GHG | 43 [34-60] | 60(48-77] | 69[58-90] | 84 [73-98]
1.5C (>50%) with | » 4 . . P
(no or Ii)mited foA—- —/:'-—F_’i‘jt"ﬂ CimlE{t [co, |48[36-69] | 65([50-96] | 80[61-109] | 99 [79-119]
overshoot | * 1.5°C (>50%) iz 5

Current status of Japan’s emission reductions and standards for NDC 3.0
BAROHEHEERDIRIRE I RHANDC (Nationally Determined Contribution) ZKHE
20304FE46%Hli. 205081y MZO%ZERHF, ZORIOR RN RSR.

58—y (20504 M OADKE] Stick to 46%
14.0 fm_ D LleDiEis reduction (GHG) by
120 2) EROZIE
. . Gl FY2030 and Net
10.0 ST 46% Zero by 2050
3'8.0 \\\.\ 60% 2030-2050 pathway
& 6.0 S O is disputed
= A6 SS73%
; : ~T\‘
2.0 | Seais
0.0 EEEEEREREN I B 4
-2.02013 2022 2030 2035 2040 2050
PREE  emRNE  -e-Phb-DUNE

RIEE - BREAESRESEERITIINEZE,/Added to the document of joint meeting of MoE and METI
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1.5 CBREAFRDZRRDN—RIINITYNL?
1.5°C goal and Japan’s remaining carbon budget?

If Japan's cumulative emissions allocation is
based on its population (6.6Gt CO2), only around

13 years left to realize Net Zero linearly. In the case that CO2/GHG emissions

BAADZEBHHEDE YA ADOL (66{EF) D are reduced to net zero in 2050 linearly,
BE. BERNICHEE ORI/ T 50121, #5913 cumulative emissions are around 15Gt
F (661'? ko x2-10{8k) Lfa\\ﬁ%énn\m\o CO2.
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Source: Created by Toshihiko Masui, Japan's CO2 emissions by sector 21
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3. Legal ISSUES - characteristics of climate change

YV V V

>
>

It is unequivocal that human activities contribute to climate change.
“The top priority issue for all of humanity” with a substantial impact
Temperature goal and carbon budget

Each country has an international obligation to reduce emissions on
a pathway consistent with the 1.5C goal. (Paris Agreement and
Glasgow Climate Pact)

Based on international consensus, the private sector also has an
obligation to reduce emissions.

Defendants’ planned emissions pathways exceed the 1.5C goal.
CO2 emissions must be reduced now.

(By the time compensation can be sought in the future, it will be too
late)

>

>

There are other sources of emissions, but each source has
responsibility for emission reduction.

Especially, the defendants are major emission sources both
domestically and internationally.

=» Necessary to incorporate unigue and particular characteristics into

each point of dispute.
23
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