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Changing society through climate litigation: Youth in East Asia are taking action
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Profile of Speakers (in order of presentation)

Part I: “Why We Joined the Climate Lawsuit.”
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Borim Kim [Korea]

Borim Kim is an activist at Y4CA in South
Korea. Since 2019, she has overseen the
organization's operations, focusing on
developing organizational capacity in
public advocacy and campaign strategy,
and designing long-term campaign
pathways.

Seogyung Kim [Korea]

Seogyung is an activist at Y4CA in
South Korea. Seogyung is the founder
of Y4CA, starting a small group of
young people for climate action in
2018. Her work focuses on strategic
message and narrative design to
achieve campaign goals.

Yan-Ting Lin [Taiwan]

Yan-Ting Lin is a Policy Analyst at Solutions for
Our Climate (SFOC) and serves on the boards
of three climate NGOs in Taiwan, including the
Taiwan Youth Climate Coalition. He is also a
member of Taiwan's Ministry of the
Environment’s Carbon Fee Rate Review
Committee. Before joining SFOC, he worked at
the Environmental Rights  Protection
Foundation. With over 10 years of experience
in environmental and climate policy advocacy,
his expertise covers natural gas, air pollution,
tree protection, community rights, and the
environmental impacts of the petrochemical
and semiconductor industries. He holds an
LLM. and a degree in Geography from
National Taiwan University and is a plaintiff in
Taiwan's climate constitutional lawsuit
challenging national carbon reduction targets.
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Wu,Kuan-Sheng [Taiwan]

Born in Changhua, Taiwan. Student. His
grandmother’s house in a small fishing
village in Fangyuan faced effects of
climate change such as rising sea levels
during typhoons and water shortages
caused by drought. He realized that the
growing impacts of climate change on
people’s lives is growing and that everyone
is a victim of the climate crisis. He is a
leader of YTCAT, a local climate advocacy
group in Taiwan, dedicating to raising
awareness about climate change.

Ayako Kawasaki [Japan]

Born in Hokkaido, currently living in Tokyo. Ayako
Kawasaki graduated from Meiji Gakuin
University, Faculty of International Studies in
2024. She learned about climate justtice when
deeply concerned about climate change in her
class during her first year and joined Fridays for
Future Tokyo in the spring of 2021. Being
involved in environmental activism ever since. In
2023, she has also been involved in the
collaboration with the “Gooby to Nuclear power
Plants” 10 Million People’s Action as a member of
the management staff of civil society network
“Watashi no Mirai.” She is also interested in the
anti-nuclear movement in Korea and Taiwan.

Yoshitomo Nihongi [Japan]

University student. As a member of Fridays for
Future Tokyo, Yoshitomo Nihongi has been
involved in environmental activities such as
joining the “Global Climate Action 2023”, an
action which was organized by young people
calling for stronger countermeasures against
global warming, since he was a high school
student in 2022. After watching TV news about
the 3.11 Great East Japan Earthquake when he
was 5 years old, he became interested in society
and involved in civil movements related to the
climate crisis issue because he cannot tolerate
injustice in a society.

Katrin Miyazawa [Japan]

Born in Berlin, Germany, currently living in
Nagoya. Moved to Japan about ten years ago.
Co-founded Fridays For Future Nagoya in 2019
and has been organizing regular climate
action events ever since. Founded the
environmental non-profit Happy Planet and is
now launching an ethical fashion startup
called Ethical Shift. During a homestay in the
Philippines, she learned that her host family’s
home on Leyte Island had been devastated
by a past typhoon. This experience led her to
become interested in climate change.
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Part 2: “Challenges and Opportunities for Collaboration in Climate Litigation in East Asia”
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Sejong Youn [Korea]

Sejong Youn is a director of Plan 15, a non-
profit climate organization based in Korea, and
is the counsel for the Korean Youth Climate
Litigation. Sejong was involved in many climate
litigations in the jurisdiction regarding coal
power plants, public financing to fossil fuel
projects, and airport expansion permits. Before
joining the civil society as a climate activist in
2019, he practiced law at Kim & Chang
specializihg in environmental law and
international arbitration. He is a graduate of
Seoul National University Law (LL.B.) and Law
School (JD), and Harvard Law School (LL.M.).

Huang, Zoe [Taiwan]

Zoe Huang is an attorney-at-law at the
Environmental Rights Foundation. She serves as
a Committee Member on the Human Rights
Committee and the Energy Law Committee of
the Taipei Bar Association and as Deputy
Chairperson of the Environmental Law
Committee of the Taiwan Bar Association.As an
environmental lawyer, she has been working on
issues related to climate change, renewable
energy, Indigenous people’s rights, human
rights and environmental due diligence, and
environmental litigation since 2018. In 2024, she
assisted Indigenous people, farmers, fishers,
and children in filing a climate constitutional
litigation against Taiwan's national reduction
targets.

Kaoru Koide [Japan]

Kaoru Koide is a member of the Tokyo Bar
Association. After graduating from the
Department of Forest and Biomaterials Science,
Faculty of Agriculture, Kyoto University, he
earned a Master of Public Policy from The State
University of New York at Stony Brook and a
Doctor of Jurisprudence, from Hitotsubashi
University Graduate School of Law. Mainly
involved in drug lawsuits and advocacy groups
for the rights of people with disabilities. He
established Green Rights Law in 2023 to solve
environmental problems not only by raising the
awareness of each individual, but also by
changing the systems and mechanisms of
society. Currently, he is working on climate
change issues as a defense lawyer in the Youth
Climate Case Japan.
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Mie Asaoka [Japan]

President of the Kiko Network, Attorney at Law.
She graduated from Faculty of Law, Kyoto
University. She registered as an attorney with
Kyoto Bar Association in April 1972. Participated in
consumer lawsuits relating to subacute myelo-
optico-neuropathy (SMON), Minamata mercury
poisoning case and the Toyota Shoji, big fraud
cases. She became President of the Kiko Network
in 1998. She is working on environmental issues,
particularly global warming, from the civic sector.
Currently, she is actively advocating for “Climate
Change is a Human Rights Issue” and supporting
Youth Climate Case Japan as a defense lawyer.
Advisor to the Kyoto Prefectural Council for
Global Warming Prevention (fromn 2003).

Masako Ichihara [Japan]
Program-Specific Assistant Professor, Graduate
School of Law / Faculty of Law, Kyoto University.
Masako Ichihara graduated from Faculty of Law,
Kyoto University and obtained her Ph.D. in Global
Environmental Studies in 2021 at Kyoto University.
Member of the Japan Society for the Promotion
of Science (RPD). She is currently assigned to the
Kyoto Climate Change Adaptation Center.
Moreover, she is a part-time lecturer at Konan
University and Ryukoku University, and a visiting
researcher at Kyoto University of Advanced
Sciences. Her primary research interests include
climate change litigation and transformative
adaptation to climate change.

Takeshi Shimamura [Japan]

Professor of Environmental Law, Graduate
School of Law, Kyoto University; Visiting
Professor, Graduate School of Law and Poalitics,
University of Tokyo. He graduated from the
Faculty of Law, University of Tokyo. From 2004
to 2024, he was in charge of education and
research in environmental law at Kobe
University. Since 2024, he has been the unit
leader of the Environment and Law Unit at the
Center of Interdeciplinary Studies of Law and
Policy, Kyoto University. He is involved in climate
itigation as an expert in environmental
administrative litigation and as a plaintiff in the
Kobe Climate Litigation. A board member of the
Japan Society of Environmental Law and Policy,
the Japan Academic Society of Agricultural Law,
and the Japan Environmental Council.
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Youth 4 Climate Action

Youth4Climate Action is a climate activist organization working to reduce the risk of the climate
crisis and create sufficient social safety nets so that no one is excluded from the crisis. We are
building a climate movement that includes diverse voices so that Korean society can create a
structural response to the climate crisis that leaves no one out, and in doing so, bring about real
change. We started as a small group in 2018 and now have over 1,000 members based in Korea.
Anyone can join the organization, but youth make up 90% of its members. It is the first
organization in Asia to file a Constitutional Complaint and is leading a public campaign around it.




